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Welcome 
A pilgrimage is a chance for all to enter more deeply into their faith and encounter Christ in new 

ways. In July 2016, young people from all around the world will be able to experience this through 

World Youth Day in Krakòw, Poland. 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney is organising 4 pilgrimages that will all include powerful 

encounters of faith through cultural and spiritual experiences. Each pilgrimage will be split into 

separate bus groups, led by a Bishop or Priest and logistically managed through a Bus Leader.  

The role of a small group leader (SGL) on pilgrimage is vital to its spiritual and logistical success. The 

SGL will be responsible for 8-10 pilgrims, while supporting them on pilgrimage through their 

religious, organisational and pastoral leadership.  

If you wish to apply to be a SGL on a WYD pilgrimage with the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney, then 

you are invited to complete the enclosed forms and return them to Monica Bautista (details below) 

by 1 November 2015. 

Once the forms have been returned, you will be notified of your application progress over the 

coming weeks. Group interviews will take place between November 2015 and January 2016. 

If you have any enquiries regarding this process, please don’t hesitate to contact me at Catholic 

Youth Services. 

I look forward to sharing the WYD pilgrimage experience with you. 

 

 

 

 

Monica Bautista  
WYD Project Officer | Catholic Youth Services 
108 The Crescent, Homebush West 2140 
02 9764 4357 | monica@catholicyouthservices.org | www.catholicyouthservices.org/wyd  

 

 

 

mailto:monica@catholicyouthservices.org
http://www.catholicyouthservices.org/wyd
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WYD2016 SMALL GROUP LEADER 
A small group leader (SGL) will play a vital role in the success of the WYD Pilgrimage. A SGL is asked 
to care in a pastoral way for pilgrims and to assist in the day-to-day implementation of the itinerary. 
A SGL will have 8-10 pilgrims assigned to them, and will meet with this group daily to provide them 
an opportunity to share their WYD Pilgrimage experience with the group.  
 

Role Accountability  
The SGL ensures the safety and wellbeing of pilgrims attending the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney 
Pilgrimages to World Youth Day 2016 in Krakòw, Poland. The SGL is integral to facilitating with the 
full participation of pilgrims, as well as the pre and post-pilgrimage formation programs. The SGL will 
provide friendly support to each pilgrim, exercise a responsible duty of care at all time and facilitate 
opportunities that strengthen group morale and diocesan identity. Prior to the WYD pilgrimage, SGL 
are expected to participate fully in the leaders’ formation program and the pilgrim formation 
program. The SGL will be expected to meet with their groups at formation sessions and lead 
activities and discussions. The SGL will act as the main point of contact between Bus Leaders and 
pilgrims regarding logistics and schedule. During the WYD week, the SGL will be expected to meet 
daily with all other Sydney SGL’s and Bus Leaders to pray together and discuss the day’s activities. 

Key WYD2016 events, such as WYD Commissioning Mass, pre-WYD formation sessions and social 

gatherings are integral elements of the WYD pilgrimage. It is expected that SGL will attend these 

events with their group. SGL function as a link between the pilgrims, parish and diocesan groups that 

pilgrim’s can connect with for their ongoing faith journey once they return from WYD. 

During the WYD pilgrimage, the SGL is responsible for a group of 8-10 (approx.) pilgrims aged 18-35 

and reports in the first instance to his or her Bus Leader. 

Expectations of a SGL are as follows: 

1.0 Religious Leadership 

1.1 Giving Witness to the teachings of the Gospel in personal interactions and in carrying out the day-

to-day duties of the position 

1.2 Providing an example to pilgrims by entering fully into the liturgical and spiritual life of the 

pilgrimage and encouraging others to do the same 

1.3 Supporting the Bus Leader with logistics and communication 

1.4 Supporting the Chaplains in liturgy, prayer and reflection 

1.5 Encouraging the pilgrims in their group to support each other and share their WYD experiences 

within the group 

1.6 Ensuring that pilgrims, especially those for whom direct responsibility is taken, actively engage in 

elements of the WYD pre-pilgrimage experience and WYD week including Catechesis, the Youth 

Festival, Stations of the Cross, the pilgrimage walk to the Vigil sleep -out and Final Mass 

1.7 Encouraging and assisting pilgrims to appreciate the holy sites visited 

 

2.0 Pastoral Leadership 

2.1 Nurturing a culture of collaboration and support with fellow SGL 

2.2 Monitoring the physical and emotional health and wellbeing of all pilgrims, especially those 

within their group, determining if further assistance and/or support is required 

2.3 Advising the Bus Leader of any illness, misadventure or misconduct involving pilgrims and 

recording the relevant details. 

 

3.0 Organisational Leadership 

Assisting and coordinating pilgrims in: 
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3.1 The packing and assembly of luggage for aircraft and bus check-in 

3.2 Check-in and departure from airports, hotels and other accommodation 

3.3 Assisting the Bus Leader in day-to-day movements, including group supervision, wake-up calls, 

meals, roll-checks, meeting points and meeting times 

3.4 Ensuring that pilgrims, at all times, follow the agreed “Pilgrim Code of Conduct” 

3.5 Supporting Bus Leader and Chaplains in the efficient conduct of the pilgrimage 

3.6 Undertaking other duties as required, e.g. leading prayers and music 

 

4.0 Compulsory Sessions for SGL Formation (please note these important dates before you sign the agreement) 

4.1 Leaders Formation Weekend 19-21 February 2016 (The weekend will cost $150 which can be paid from 

your Honorarium or you can nominate to pay yourself) 

4.2 Leaders Day Formation 16 April 2016 

4.3 Leaders and Pilgrims Pilgrimage Specific Formation evening occurring the week of 27-3 July 2016 

4.4 Leaders Final Preparation Evening 5 July 2016 

4.5 WYD Commissioning Mass  10 July 2016 

Honorarium 
In recognition of your support and role on the WYD pilgrimage, a credit of $1500.00 will be added to 
your account with Cosmos WYD Tours. 

NSW legislation requires applicant to be subject to child protection screening. 

SGL Agreement 
There is an expectation that pilgrims on the WYD Pilgrimage will conduct themselves in a positive 
spirit and their behaviour will be characterised by common sense, honesty, politeness, gratitude and 
cooperation. All pilgrims should, at all times, be mindful that they are ambassadors for their families, 
parishes, universities and country. Leaders of pilgrims should also understand and appreciate their 
additional responsibility which they bear to the young people of their group. 
Accordingly, SGL’s are asked to read and agree to the following. 
 
I will: 

 Always act in accordance with the laws, regulations, rules and customs of the country in 
which I travel and stay. 

 Be mindful at all times of the responsible position I have as a leader and as a Christian role 

model to the pilgrims in my group. 

 Endeavour to be constantly watchful of the physical and the emotional welfare of the 

pilgrims in my group and to seek the assistance of the Bus Leader in dealing with the 

concerns or the problems of the pilgrims in my group. 

 Use my best endeavours to be aware at all times of the whereabouts of each pilgrim in my 

group. 

 Always act and speak to the pilgrims in my group and all other pilgrims with respect and 

politeness. 

 Refrain from participating in the following behaviours –  

 Dangerous, demeaning, threatening (including bullying and harassment) or immoral 

behaviour 

 The drinking of alcohol to excess 

 The taking or administering of illicit and/or illegal drugs 
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Please email or mail these TWO pages to Monica Bautista by no later than NOVEMBER 1 2015 to 

be considered for a Small Group Leader. Please keep a copy of the signed agreement to refer to. 

GROUP LEADER APPLICATION FORM 
WORLD YOUTH DAY 2016 | CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCES OF SYDNEY 

 

Name ________________________________Surname _________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________________ 

Postcode ________________ Contact Number________________________________________ 

Email __________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish _________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Birth ____________________________ Age (as of July 2016) _____________________________ 

Have you been a group leader on WYD previously? If so, give details... 

 

 

Are you involved in your local parish/youth group? If so, give details...  

 

 

How could being a WYD Small Group Leader benefit you in your faith journey? 

 

 

Which Pilgrimage would you like to attend* (Rank 1-4. 1 being the pilgrimage you most want to attend) 

Direct ______ Marian Shrines ______ Footsteps of JPII _______ Holy Land _______ 

*The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney cannot guarantee that you will be given your No.1 preference. 

Do you have any musical skills? ____________________________________________________ 

Do you already have a group going that you would like to be leader for – YES / NO 

If Yes, give details _______________________________________________________________ 

Are you fluent in any other languages that English? ____________________________________ 
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I,_________________________________________ have read and understand the expectations 

of the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney and pilgrims regarding my conduct as a Small Group 

Leader (SGL) during the WYD Pilgrimage and I agree to act in accordance with this SGL 

agreement. 

I understand that if my behaviour is not of the highest standard and if it is not consistent with 

Catholic teachings and practices or is unlawful, I may be required to leave the WYD pilgrimage at 

my own expense. 

I understand that in the event of there not being as many pilgrims as expected that I may not be 

required to be a SGL on a WYD Pilgrimage, however in this circumstance I will be compensated 

to the value of $500.00 (given on the basis of attending all compulsory formation sessions). 

I understand that before I am accepted as a SGL, I will be invited to attend a group interview 

between November 2015 and January 2016, held at the Catholic Youth Services Office in 

Homebush West. 

Full Name (print) _________________________________________________________ 

Signature _______________________________________________________________ 

Date ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

I endorse the above application to be a Small Group Leader for World Youth Day 2016 with the 

Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney. 

Name of Priest/Youth Leader ________________________________________________ 

Contact number __________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Priest/Youth Leader _____________________________________________ 


